
 
Ashford Board of Education 

  Meeting Minutes – April 7, 2011 
7:00 p.m. 

Note: Per C.G.S. §10 – 218, Board of Education meeting minutes are provided in a draft format within 48 hours of the date the 
meeting was held.  With the exception of motions and votes recorded, these minutes are unofficial until they have been read and 
approved by a majority vote of the Board.  Should edits be necessary, they will be made at a regularly scheduled meeting, noted 
in the meeting minutes, and so voted upon. 
 
Call To Order 
Chair J. Sterling-Folker called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. 
Board Present 
J. Sterling-Folker, D. Wesson, K. Warren, K. Rourke, J. Lipker D. Wesson and J. Lippert. Others present:  
Superintendent J. Longo, Principal N. Johndrow and recording secretary J. Barsaleau.  Unable to attend 
was board member J. Rupert.  Audience: J. Horn AEA Representative, D. Atkinson, MEUI 
Representative and resident L. Gagne. 
Persons to be Heard    
None 
Staff Presentations 

a. Middle School Music Curriculum (Mrs. Porri) 
Mrs. Porri presented the board with an overview of the middle school music program.   Mrs. Porri gave a 
presentation utilizing the school website,  “Class Connections”. She has been in contact with area music 
teachers to share ideas, and is linking music to other areas of curriculum.  Students use several media 
resources within the classroom, including Garage Band,  they create podcasts, and have created radio ads 
and narrative stories for younger students called “Story Book Theater”.   Mrs. Porri is working with 
students to on a “Stomp” like drum unit – using plastic five gallon buckets and push brooms.  She noted 
that in the future, she would like to have keyboarding class.  She further spoke to the board concerning 
keyboard acquisition, and with the board’s support, will ask people to donate unwanted or unused 
keyboard equipment to the music department.  The board supported this idea. 
Communications 
J. Sterling-Folker received the following publications: EASTCONN Connections and a School Planning 
and Management catalogue.   A reminder that the public hearing for the Town Budget will be held on 
April 12th at 7:30 pm in the school cafeteria. 
Approval of Minutes: 03/17/2011 
Motion by D. Wesson to approve the meeting minutes of 03/17/2011 with the following correction: 
Under “Next Meeting Date/Agenda Items” the letter “s” is missing from the word “worksession”.  Motion 
seconded by K. Rourke and carried with abstentions by J. Sterling-Folker and J. Lipker. 
Committee Reports 
None.  E-mail received from member J. Rupert was discussed concerning the town’s Capital 
Improvement Committee.   Ballpark cost estimates are needed as soon as possible for upgrades to the 
school parking lots and lighting.  Dr. Longo has spoken to both lead custodian Mellady and highway 
foreman Kalinowski about reaching out to contractors that have placed estimates on this project in the 
past.  An RFP will need to be created to address the scope of the project and Dr. Longo will discuss with 
the Town who would oversee such a project.   
The board chose to review the cafeteria program financial information that was in the packet they 
received at the start of the meeting.  The board is very pleased with the program. 
J. Lippert left the meeting at 7:34 p.m. 
Administrative Report/Summary 
a. Superintendent Report 
Dr. Longo reviewed the budget packet that was in board member folders.  Brief discussion was held 
concerning the business manager vacancy, it will be reposted following April vacation.  The DEP has 
reported that the school has a third system that had not been previously reported on past permit 
applications.  This will result in the need for soil tests and evaluation and additional expense.  The board 
directs J. Barsaleau to contact the DEP to discuss possible options and will revisit the issue at the next 
meeting. 
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Old Business 
a. Pending Budget and Finance Matters 

1. School Activity Fund Update 
2. Grant Funds Update 

J. Sterling-Folker reported that the board of finance did not recommend any changes to the 11-12 BOE 
budget.  She passed around the Board of Finance minutes of 3/10, 3/24 and 3/31.  There is some 
discussion of a .17 mil increase that would create a contingency fund in the town budget.  J. Lippert read 
the letter written by C. Silver-Smith that is in the town budget document. 
The School Activity Fund work is complete.  Tracey Clements prepared a statement of the fund that is in 
the BOE meeting packet.  The board is pleased with the work she has completed to date.  Tracey will be 
focusing on the current budget and grants as her next task.    
J. Lippert returned to the meeting at 7:52 p.m.  
New Business 
a.  2011-2012 Healthy Foods Certification 
Motion by D. Wesson:  The Ashford Board of Education, pursuant to section 10-215F of the Connecticut 
General Statutes, I hereby certify that all food items offered for sale to students in the school under our 
jurisdiction, and not exempted from the Connecticut Nutrition Standards published by the Connecticut 
State Department of Education will meet said standards during the period of July 1, 2011 through June 
30, 2012.  Such certification shall include all food offered for sale to students separately from 
reimbursable meals at all times and from all sources, including but not limited to, school stores, vending 
machines, school cafeterias, and any fundraising activities on school premises, whether or not school 
sponsored. 
Seconded by K. Warren and carried with one abstention (J. Lippert) 
Exemption Statement: 
Motion by D. Wesson:  Pursuant to section 10-215f of the Connecticut General Statutes, I hereby 
acknowledge that the Board of Education or governing authority will exclude from certification food 
items that do not meet the Connecticut Nutrition Standards, provided that (1) such food is sold in 
connection with an event occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend, (2) such 
sale is at the location of the event, and (3) such food is not sold from a vending machine or school store. 
Seconded by K. Warren and carried with one abstention (J. Lippert) 
Next Meeting Date/Agenda Items 
Next regular meeting is scheduled for April 21st, the chair will notify the Superintendent’s office if this 
meeting is to be canceled.  

• Capital Improvement Committee Update 
• Teacher Presentation (Mrs. Lussier) 
• Health Curriculum Update from Mrs. Hardisty 
• Pending Budget and Finance Matters – Tracey Clements 
• Septic Permit Follow Up 

 

Motion  (9:12 p.m.) to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing Non-Certified Staff 
Negotiations with Dr. Longo invited to attend, made by K. Warren, seconded by D. Wesson carried 
unanimously.   
Present in Executive Session: K. Warren, K. Rourke, D. Wesson, J. Lipker, J. Lippert, J. Sterling-Folker 
and Dr. J. Longo. 
The board exited Executive Session at 9:36 p.m.  No action was taken. 
Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn (9:36 p.m.) was made by D. Wesson, seconded by K. Warren and carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Jennifer Barsaleau 
Recording Secretary 
 


