TOWN OF ASHFORD
ASHFORD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
5 TOWN HALL RD., ASHFORD, CT. 06278
REGULAR MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2012

Present: M. Chatey, J. Calerese, J. Rittenmeyer, D. Rechel, M. Gantik, R. Fenn, F. Hodovan (Recording
Secretary).
Guests: Kristen Burrell (Muddy Feet Flowers), C. Silver-Smith(Chair BOF)
1. Callto Order: 7:40 p.m.
2. Seating of Alternates: M. Gantik for R Williams
3. Approve minutes of November 16, 2012 and December 28, 2012 meeting: M. Chatey moved,
M. Gantik seconded, motion passed
4. Budget: Reviewed: Current expenditures and proposed 2012-13 budget was presented
5. Communications and Announcements
In General:
- Potential Wind Turbine Application: Fenn to attend meeting, February 6, regarding
wind turbine facility at the Ashford/Union border.
- CERC Personnel Change for Site-Finder: Rechel Gretencord
- Workshop to be attended: NEECOG/ OPM, February 6, 2012, Re: State Plan of

Conservation and Development. Chair of all Land Use Commissions and EDC chair

invited.

- EDC Business listing: Reviewed new format set up by J. Rittenmeier and agreed that

Business Description needed to be completed. Fenn to send out existing listings.

“ GOV-QA” program briefly discussed as a possible ABOA activity

News from other commissions: None.
Correspondence/Meetings Attended: None.
Presentations: None.
Introduction of Guests: Kristen Burrell (Muddy Feet Flower Farm), Cathryn Silver-Smith
(Chairperson, BOF)
10. Old Business:
A. Ashford Business Owners’ Association:

1. Calllists: These have been distributed to about eight EDC members and Core
businesses. Each contact was asked to complete ABOA survey found on the Association
website.

2. Survey: To date there have been approximately 20-25 responses however, there are
still calls being made.

3. Next steps: February 9 meeting will be held in the Ashford Senior Center at 6:30 Pm.

4. Fenn suggested that EDC members who are also local businesses take an active role in
the ABOA nominating process.

B. “All About Ashford” Pamphlet:

1. M. Chatey asked Jerry for the templates and she hopes to have it for the February

meeting.
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C. CERC Site-Finder Update:

1. Renewal completed and annual fee sent to CERC. M. Gantik and J. Calerese as new
contacts for the program were given instruction package along with passwords and
SiteFinder contacts.

2. Schedule Site-Finder training session: TBD.

3. Additional Properties: R. Fenn will call Pith Products and The Midway

D. A. Buy Local project:
1. M Chatey distributed new stock of Buy Local pamphlets to re-stock existing display stands.
2. Additional Display Stands still to be distributed. Additional locations listed by M Chatey
E. Killingly guidelines for off-sight signage:
1. Fenn to informally propose to both BOS and PZ to get their reaction prior to discussing
with ABOA as a potential local program.
F. Planning Project:
1. Establish next meeting date: 2/15 was agreed on and meeting will be held in Selectmen’s
conference room on the top floor at 7:00 PM.
6. New Business
A. Soliciting a branch bank for West Ashford

1. A number of local banks were suggested for research and possible contact. (Peoples,
Putnam, Liberty, Savings Institute, and Rockville Bank)

2. Agreed that we need to obtain as much information as possible about a candidate.
Possibly setting up an information matrix and rating each bank.

3. Need to determine available locations, both for existing buildings and open land.
Current traffic counts for 74/44 intersection would be needed. Both business and
private interest might be help to make a decision. Also, support from PZ as primary land
use commission

4. Establishing a Sub Committee to handle this project might be in order.

7. Adjournment:
The Ashford Economic Development Commission adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Respectively submitted,

Francine Hodovan
EDC Recording Secretary

Note: The Agenda and future agendas will include items that have been previously tabled due to time
and priorities. Future agendas will carry an item until it has been addressed and/or completed.



