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TOWN OF ASHFORD 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, Oct. 22, 2014 
 
 

PRESENT:  R. Fenn, M. Gantick, Margaret Chatey, John Rettenmeir,  
 Gary Lawrence, W. Darcy, R Williams,  
  

 

1. Call to Order - 7:35 PM 
2. Seating of Alternates - None 
3. Approval of Minutes - motion to approve Darcy, second Gantick; passed 
4. Budget 

a. Reviewed expenditures for OT-OF. 
b. Motion to approve report Fenn, second Lawrence; passed 

5. Communications and Announcements 

a. Announcements  
i. Chronicle reporter has contacted BOS office with questions on the 

Wagon Shed property.   
b. News from Other Commissions - see below 
c. ABA News  

i. Plans are being finalized for the Business Expo on 01/31/14 
ii. Membership is now at 47 
iii. Application for 501 (c) (6) status is mostly complete 
iv. ABA website is to be re-done.  A vote on selecting a vendor will be 

held at the next meeting 
d. Correspondence and Meetings - none 
e. Presentations - none 
 

6. Old Business  
a. Website Modifications (Rettenmeier, Chatey) -  

i. Updates continue, including adding the new pictures taken by Gary  
ii. Discussed adding new content including EDC minutes and a page 

on the OT-OF initiative 
iii. Updates to the EDC page on the town website were reviewed.  
iv. Agreed -- post minutes on EDC site with link from town EDC page; 

develop a OT-OF page on the EDC site with links from the town 
website to that page. 

b. CERC Site Finder (Fenn) 
i. Discussion of Properties Currently Listed - no activity on the 

properties listed, there are 2 openings.  Ray and Gary will seek to 
fill these. 

ii. Discussed the CERC economic development training.  Agreed to 
invite BOS and other commissions, and schedule in Feb/March 
next year.  Action - Williams. 
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iii. Discussed other business activities and concern about critical mass 

of retail in the town.  Mainline sold to new owner for $1.2M.  
Wooden Spoon was also sold.  KSK has decided not to sell.  RM is 
still for sale. 

c. Our Town Our Future (Fenn, Gantick) 
i. Ray and Mike gave status report.  Discussed redoing the survey 

from 2005. 
ii. Public meeting date is 11/12/14 at 7:00 PM in Knowlton Hall. 

d. Branch Bank Solicitation Project (Chatey, Lawrence, Williams)  
i. Ready to meet with Liberty Bank.  Team are to propose dates. 

e. PZA Zoning Regulations Re-Write ( Williams) 
i. Regulations are final and a copy is on the PZC page on the town 

website.  A vote to approve was passed on 10/14/14 
ii. New regulations will go into effect 11/1/14 

f. Wagon Shed Property (Fenn, Darcy) - Discussed status and expect draft 
report within 1 or 2 months. 

i. Discussions with tax collector, town attorney, and BOS office has 
uncovered addition documents 

ii. New documents will be reviewed and another draft of white paper 
prepared. 

g. Buy Local Initiative - Next steps discussion  
i. Reviewed  changes made to brochure by Margaret.  She will 

finalize and circulate to EDC for final comments 
ii. Margaret will prepare a Buy Local add for the Citizen for Christmas 

. 
7. New Business  

a. .Approved EDC meeting schedule for 2015.  Williams to send on to Town 
Clerk. 

b. EDC page on town website -- see 6a. 
8. Input From Public - none 
9. Member Input for Next Agenda - None 
10. Adjournment - 9:35 PM 


