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TOWN OF ASHFORD 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, Jan. 28, 2015 
 
 

PRESENT:  M. Gantick, John Rettenmeier, Ray Fenn, M. Chatey, G. Lawrence 
 W. Darcy, J. Calarese,  R Williams, 
  

 

1. Call to Order - 7:40 PM 
2. Seating of Alternates - None 
3. Approval of Minutes - motion to approve Fenn, second Gantick; passed 
4. Budget 

a. Reviewed expenditures YTD  
b. Motion to approve expense report Darcy, second Fenn; passed. 

5. Communications and Announcements 

a. Announcements  
i. Mike had spoken with the past owner of the 85 Main Restaurant 

and she mentioned that a new business, Woodstock Sustainable 
Farms, is looking to expand its farmer base.  The could be an 
opportunity for local farms.  Will bring up to Art Talmadge next 
meeting. 

b. News from Other Commissions 
i. Art Talmadge, Chairman of Agriculture Commission, had planned 

to discuss a  proposal for regulations concerning small Farm 
Stores.  However, he postponed and asked to be put on next 
month's agenda 

c. ABA News  
i. Plans are in place for the Business Expo on 01/31/14 with all tables 

sold out. 
ii. The ABA support having a Small Business Saturday event for the 

Saturday after Thanksgiving.  The EDC agreed to co-sponsor the 
event and recommends that it be open to ALL area businesses.  
Margaret will take the lead in organizing this event.  Williams will 
bring it up at the next ABA meeting 

d. Correspondence and Meetings - none 
e. Presentations - none 

6. Old Business  
a. Website Modifications (Rettenmeier, Chatey) -  

i. Updates continue, and a page has been added for commission 
minutes.   

ii. A page was added for Our Town - Our Future.  However, a quote of 
$1,500 to $3,500 was received to add a site within the site.  This 
was deemed excessive.  It was agree to keep the EDC site as 
primarily a "static" site. 
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iii. An alternative for the OT-OF pages was proposed by Margaret 
using a local vendor that could do it for less than $300.  A motion 
was made to get a quote by John C./seconded by Gary/ passed 
unanimously.   Margaret will get the quote for the next meeting.  

b. CERC Site Finder (Fenn) 
i. Discussed value of subscription.  There are currently 2 openings.  

There has been little activity on the listing posted.  Motion was 
made by Ray/seconded by Bill not to renew subscription.  Passed 
unanimously.  Auction - Williams will contact SiteFinder. 

c. Our Town Our Future (Fenn, Gantick) 
i. Mike gave status report..Meeting was attended by over 30 people.  

Active participation and several volunteers for participating in the 
core group. 

ii. Next public meeting will be held in March at 7:00 PM in Knowlton 
Hall. Date - TBD 

1. Focus will be on non-land use topics: municipal services, 
education, and .recreation/social activities.. 

iii. Next core meeting 02/07/15 at 7:00 PM  
d. Branch Bank Solicitation Project (Chatey, Lawrence, Williams)  

i. Ready to meet with Liberty Bank.  Team are to propose dates. 
e. PZA Zoning Regulations Re-Write ( Williams) 

i. No activity since last meeting 
ii. Next activity (after first of the year) is to complete those special 

regulations not finished in Section 6 
f. Wagon Shed Property (Fenn, Darcy)  

i. Adjourned to Executive Session to discuss sensitive legal issues.  
Motion Ray/ second Bill/ passed unanimously.  Action - Williams 
and Darcy will meet with Mike Zambo to determine if discussion 
with town attorney is required before bringing findings to BOS 
meeting. Motion is adjourn from Executive Session Ray/ second 
Bill/ passed unanimously. 

g. Buy Local Initiative - Next steps discussion  
i. No activity 

7. New Business  

a. .Discussed reappointment of commission members whose terms expire in 
2015.  J. Rettenmeir, M. Gantick, W. Darcy, R. Fenn, G. Lawrence, and R. 
Williams agreed to serve for another term.  Ray moved that the EDC 
endorse the slate.  Bill seconded and it was passed unanimously.  

b. EDC vacancies were discussed.  Mike will contact Kari Olson to determine 
if she will serve as an alternate. 

8. Input From Public - none 
9. Member Input for Next Agenda - None 
10. Adjournment - 9:25 PM 


