
Babcock Library Board of Trustees 
Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of  

September 22, 2015 
 
In attendance:  Board members Helen Chapman, Ann Lojzim, Gerald Nagy, Suzanne Smith, Bar-
bara Zulick, Library Director Shadd Jamison and Friends President Beth Fitzroy.   
Absent: Catherine Sampson 
 
Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order at 2:01 pm.  
 
Secretary’s Report: 
Suzanne moved and Barbara seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the August 25, 2015 
regular meeting.  Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Maureen Barber completed our preparation for the annual town audit. United Bank charged a 
monthly fee of $15 for two months for not having a minimum balance.  Gerry had the account 
reclassified and the overcharge refunded.  We are on target with our financial performance, 
with 25% expenses for 25% of the year.  Suzanne moved and Barbara seconded a motion to  
approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion passed.  
 
Correspondence:  
No correspondence.  
 
Library Director’s Report: 
Adult Programs:  6 for Friday Book Club hosted by Jan; 10 for Mystery Book club hosted by  
Terry;  6-8 knitters at the Wednesday Stitch and Chats; 5 for senior visit. 
Tot Time:  9/8 10 children, 7 adults; 9/15 14 children, 8 adults; 9/22 9 children, 7 adults  
Summer Reading Program:  191 children registered, a new record.  Friday August 28 was the 
last day to collect prizes and earn “take a chance” tickets for the Grand Prize drawing. 
Summer Reading for Adults/Teens: All participants were entered in a weekly raffle to receive a 
$20 debit gift card. This was drawn every Friday and the raffle jar emptied. 
Scrapbooking program with Dana Monaco:  2 adults. 
Teaching Technologies:  Held on Wednesday nights, 2 adults per class. 
Ashford Family Day:  Approximately 200 people visited our table staffed by Shadd and Tracie.  
Activities included ring toss and pumpkin painting (nearly 100 given away).  Next year we need 
to have a tent.  Barbara has one we can use. 
Other Activities:  Shadd was Master of Ceremonies at Friends Wine and Spirits Tasting Fund-
raiser on Saturday September 12. Our new Library cards should be in by the end of this month.  
Staffing:   Monthly staff meeting on 9/14.  Weekly 1-on-1 meetings with the Director continue. 
Social Media:  We have 111 likes on Facebook in just over 3 months. 
 



Website:  The Board expressed serious displeasure with the quality of the written content 
posted on the newly revised website.  Prior to the meeting the “About” section was taken down 
and the “Go Fund Me” page was rewritten at Gerry’s request.  The Board agreed that written 
content should be reviewed and approved before it is posted.  To that end Gerry will rewrite 
the “About” section and circulate it among the Board before it is posted.  Shadd was requested 
to circulate other new material among Board members as well. 
 
Old Business: 
There was no old business. 
 
New Business: 
Shadd discovered that the fee for web hosting is annual rather than monthly which saves more 
than $900 in our computer budget.  Gerry would like to put that savings to use by retaining a 
certified Quickbooks Advisor to give us formal training in Quickbooks which we’ve never had. 
To that end we have a tentative appointment with certified instructor Carla Demers from 
Brooklyn who is willing to come here on Sept. 30 to provide training for Gerry, Catherine and 
Shadd at $75.00 per hour. Barbara moved and Suzanne seconded a motion to spend up to $250 
on such Quickbooks instruction.  Motion passed. 
 
Ann Loizim presented a request from Margaret Pinkham that we return her donation of the 2 
volume book on the Mother Church of First Church Scientist in Boston MA, 1894 which she au-
thored.  The board agreed and Ann took charge of the books. 
 
Persons to be heard: 
None 
 
Update from Friends: 
The Caldecott/Newbery and Nutmeg yearly purchased books need to have book plates in them 
crediting the donors. Shad will check with Terry to be sure this is done. 
 
Items for next meeting on October 27:  Long Range Planning and clarification of the Board’s 
position regarding use of referendums for budget purposes will be discussed. 
 
Adjournment: 
Suzanne moved and Anne seconded adjournment at 3:18 PM.  Motion passed. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Helen Chapman, Board Secretary 


