
 Ashford Board of Education 
 Meeting Minutes – April 7, 2016 

7:30 p.m. 
Note: Per C.G.S. §10 – 218, Board of Education meeting minutes are provided in a draft format within 48 hours of the date the 
meeting was held.  With the exception of motions and votes recorded, these minutes are unofficial until they have been read and 
approved by a majority vote of the Board.  Should edits be necessary, they will be made at a regularly scheduled meeting, noted 
in the meeting minutes, and so voted upon. 
Call To Order  
Board Chair J. Rupert called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm.  Present were members J. Calarese, J. 
Lippert (7:41 pm), K. Rourke, K. Warren and M. Matthews.  Also present were Superintendent Dr. J. 
Longo, Pupil Personnel Director C. Ford, Principal T. Hopkins, Asst. Principal G. Dukette and recording 
secretary J. Barsaleau. Unable to attend was board member L. Donegan.   
Persons to be Heard 
Parent Maureen Caye addressed the Board summarizing Grade 2 class size concerns for next year.  
Questions and dialogue followed.  Chair J. Rupert thanked Mrs. Caye for coming and noted that the 
Board appreciates and values parent input and the Board does look into such concerns, making the best 
decision it can based upon administrative input. 
Communications 
J. Rupert acknowledged receipt of the following communications: 

• Letter from M. Caye to the Board concerning grade 2 classroom sizes for next year; 
• Letter from the DPH affirming retroactive approval of the Asbestos Management Plan submitted 

in 1990; 
• Copies of thank-you letters sent to persons who provided services and materials for the 

construction of the Ashford School greenhouse; 
• April 2016 enrollment; 
• March/April editions of School Planning & Management magazine 
• C. Ford announced that teacher Kathleen Knecht has received a fellowship to Iceland this 

summer. 
Approval of Minutes: 03/17/2016 
Motion made by J. Lippert to approve the regular meeting minutes of 03/17/2016, motion seconded by  
K. Warren and carried with one abstention (K. Rourke). 
Administrative Reports 
a.  Superintendent 
No report.  The subject of the next Ashford Citizen article will be standardized testing. 
New Business 
a.  Extension of the Bicknell Trust Scholarship Application Deadline 
Applications for the scholarship have been slow to arrive by the published April 1, 2016 deadline. 
Motion made by M. Matthews to extend the deadline for receipt of Bicknell Trust scholarships to April 
8, 2016.  Motion seconded by K. Warren and carried with one abstention (J. Lippert). 
Motion made by K. Warren to add to the agenda as item 6b, Acceptance of Retirement. Motion 
seconded by M. Matthews and carried unanimously. 
Chair J. Rupert read aloud a letter of retirement from teacher Kathleen Bryce, effective at the end of the 
2015-2016 school year. 
Motion made by J. Calarese to accept with regret the retirement of Kathleen Bryce at the end of the 
2015-2016 school year.  Motion seconded by J. Lippert and carried unanimously.  
The Board expressed sincere thanks and its best wishes to Mrs. Bryce in her retirement. 
Old Business 
a.  FY 17 Budget 
1.  Budget Worksession (if necessary) 
Board chair J. Rupert reported that the FY 17 Ashford School budget was presented at Public Hearing on 
April 5th.  To comply with statutory minimum budget requirements, the Board of Finance authorized that 
an additional $15,000 be added to the FY 17 Ashford School budget.  
b. Capital Improvement Plan 
Henry Racki of Rockfall Construction met with Dr. Longo and others on April 1st and provided draft 
space drawings and discussion notes from that meeting.  The board discussed its continued desire for 
reconsideration of acoustical ceiling plans requested for FY17.  The Board expressed its appreciation to  
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the First Selectman for voicing its request for reconsideration of this item for the FY 17 capital 
improvement list with the Board of Finance, however, the request was rejected. 
Next Meeting Date/Agenda Items  
Motion made by M. Matthews to cancel the regularly scheduled 4/21/16 meeting and to table 
administrative reports and action concerning March financial reports including quarterly transfers to 
the 05/05/16 regular meeting.  Motion seconded by K. Rourke and carried unanimously. 
Superintendent Evaluation (Executive Session Anticipated)  
Motion made by J. Rupert to enter into executive session (9:00 pm) for the purpose of evaluation of the 
Superintendent, inviting Dr. Longo to attend.  Motion seconded by K. Warren and carried 
unanimously.   
Present in session were: J. Rupert, K. Warren, M. Matthews, K. Rourke, J. Lippert, J. Calarese and Dr. 
Longo. 
The Board and Dr. Longo exited executive session at 9:28 pm with no action taken. 
Motion made by M. Matthews to adjourn the meeting (9:29 pm). Motion seconded by K. Warren and 
carried unanimously. 
 
 
Recorded by:   
 
 
Jennifer Barsaleau 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:      Communications (Letters from M. Caye and DPH; copies of letters sent; April enrollment) 
   Retirement Letter (K. Bryce) 
                           Tech Ed space renovation drawing (draft) 
 
  
 









 
 

 

Phone: (860) 509-7367  Fax: (860) 509-7378 
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #51AIR - P.O. Box 340308 

Hartford, Connecticut  06134-0308 
www.ct.gov/dph 

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 

Environmental Health Section

 
To:  Dr. James Longo 
   Superintendent of Schools 

Ashford Public Schools 
 

From:   Kristen M. Day 
Asbestos Program 
Department of Public Health (DPH) 
410 Capitol Ave, MS 51 AIR, Hartford, CT 06134‐0308 

 
Date:  March 31, 2016 

 

 
 

Subject: AHERA Asbestos Management Plan (AMP) Submission for: 

   Ashford Public Schools, Ashford Elementary School 

   440 Westford Road, Ashford, CT   

    
 
DPH received the initial asbestos management plan for Ashford Elementary School on November 
7, 1990. DPH reviewed the plan and did not issue a formal acceptance letter. Based on the checklist 
in the file, the only documentation missing was the annual notification. Your office provided a 
copy of all annual notifications from 1990 to 1999. Please ensure that your office retains annual 
notifications for every year since implementation of the management plan.   
 
As a result of the review of the plan at the school on September 16, 2015 and subsequent information 
received by the DPH, the AMP appears to be complete and in conformation with the submission 
requirements. 
 
Please retain a copy of this approval letter in the updated management plan, as there must be a 
complete, up to date management plan in the school office. Please feel free to contact this office should 
you have any questions regarding this correspondence or asbestos management in schools. 
 
 
cc:    Michael Akana makana@eastconn.org;  Donna Sylvestre <DSylvestre@eastconn.org>         

Jennifer Barsaleau <jbarsaleau@ashfordct.org>  
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March 31, 2016 
 
Ziggy Kertenis Jr. 
Enfield Transit Mix, Inc. 
P.O. Box 376 
Enfield, CT 06083  
 
Dear Mr. Kertenis; 
 
The Ashford Board of Education wishes to extend to Enfield Transit its sincere thanks 
and appreciation for your generous donation of the readi-mixed concrete used in the 
construction of the Ashford School Greenhouse. 
 
There will be a Greenhouse ribbon cutting ceremony at Ashford School in the near 
future.  Once those plans are finalized, the Principal of Ashford School will be in contact 
with you to extend an invitation to attend this event.  It is our sincere hope that you will 
be able to attend. 
 
Once again, we thank you for your donation and for your support of education at 
Ashford School. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
James M. Rupert, Chair 
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March 31, 2016 
 
Jake Stevenson 
Jake’s Foundations, Inc. 
380 North Rd. 
Ashford, CT 06278 
 
Dear Mr. Stevenson; 
 
The Ashford Board of Education wishes to extend to Jake’s Foundations its sincere 
thanks and appreciation for your generous donation of employee labor, concrete form 
construction and foundation installation for the Ashford School Greenhouse. 
 
There will be a Greenhouse ribbon cutting ceremony at Ashford School in the near 
future.  Once those plans are finalized, the Principal of Ashford School will be in contact 
with you to extend an invitation to attend this event.  It is our sincere hope that you will 
be able to attend. 
 
Once again, we thank you for your donation and for your support of education at 
Ashford School. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
James M. Rupert, Chair 
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March 31, 2016 
 
Michael Zambo, First Selectman 
Joseph Kalinowksi, Highway Supervisor 
Town of Ashford 
5 Town Hall Rd. 
Ashford, CT 06278 
 
Dear Mike and Joe; 
 
The Ashford Board of Education wishes to extend to its sincere thanks and appreciation 
to the Board of Selectmen and the Town of Ashford Highway employees for their 
contribution of employee labor and use of the Town’s equipment in preparation of the 
the site for the Ashford School Greenhouse. 
 
There will be a Greenhouse ribbon cutting ceremony at Ashford School in the near 
future.  Once those plans are finalized, the Principal of Ashford School will be in contact 
with you to extend an invitation to attend this event.  It is our sincere hope that you will 
be able to attend. 
 
Once again, we thank you for assistance and for your support of education at Ashford 
School. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
James M. Rupert, Chair 
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Kathleen Bryce
B0 Candide Lane
Storrs, CT 06268

March 31,,20L6

Dr. |ames P. Longo, Superintendent
Ashford Public Schools
440 Westford Road
Ashford, CT 06278

Dear Dr. Longo,

After a long career in education, most of which has been spent as the social studies teacher
at Ashford School, I have decided to retire at the end of the current school year.

It is difficult to leave this professionally and personally rewarding position, as it has been a

pleasure to teach the children of this community as they make the important transition to
high school. Please extend my gratitude to the Board of Education for their support
throughout my tenure.

During my time at Ashford School, I have been fortunate to work with highly skilled and
dedicated colleagues on the 7 /B Team. These caring and talented staff members have
nurtured our students to meet and surpass the goals we have set for them. I will sincerely
miss the Ashford Family.

Respectfully,

i,/* , :'\',ti:t- Lt-*.,,.f ? *-

Kathleen Bryce
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