
ASHFORD BOARD OF FINANCE 
SPECIAL MEETING 

Monday, August 22, 2016  
7:00 p.m. 

Selectman’s Conference Room - Upper Level 
Ashford Town Offices 

5 Town Hall Road, Ashford, CT 06278 
 
Present: C. Silver-Smith (Chairperson), J. Austin, C. Funk, M. Simpson, G. Zaicek, J. Burnham (alt.), C. Pfalzgraf (alt.) 
Guests:  Mike Zambo, William Falletti, Christine Abikoff 
 
1.   Call to Order:  Chairperson Silver-Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
2.    Seating of Alternates:  Mr. Pfalzgraf was seated for Ms. Eastwood. 
3.   Citizen Petition Received by BOS: $100K Funding Request for Tremko/Stebbins House Historic Restoration   

 
MR. SIMPSON MOVED AND MS. AUSTIN SECONDED A MOTION TO NOT SUPPORT THE 
APPROPRIATION OF $100,000 TO FACILITATE AN APPLICATION TO THE STATE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION OFFICE FOR A $50,000 MATCHING GRANT FOR REHABILITATION OF THE 
INTERIOR OF THE TRMKO/SEBBINS HOUSE.    

Ms. Eastwood arrived at 7:09 p.m.  Mr. Pfalzgraf stepped down and Ms. Eastwood was seated. 

Board members and attendees reviewed the history of this project for the benefit of newer members.  Items discussed 
included the need for space to store historic documents and artifacts, the fact that $100,000 would not be sufficient to 
perform a complete rehabilitation project and lack of current information needed to complete a grant submission (e.g., 
scope of work and cost estimates). 

Those present expressed disappointment that this project was not presented to the Capital Improvement Committee for 
consideration during their 2016-2017 budget preparation sessions. It was noted that a Special Town Meeting (October 
19, 2009) approved a 20-year lease agreement between the Town of Ashford and the Ashford Historical Society, Inc. 
which, in 2014, facilitated an application to the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation for a $15,000 maintenance 
and repair matching grant to perform exterior rehabilitation to the Tremko/Stebbins House.  During that 2009 meeting, 
members of the Ashford Historical Society, Inc. assured those present that rehabilitation of the Tremko/Stebbins House 
would have no financial impact on the town. Said lease was terminated in May of 2015 citing non-performance relating 
to item #5 of the agreement. 

With discussion ended, Chair Silver-Smith and Mr. Funk caucused from 7:16 p.m. to 7:19 p.m.  Chair Silver-Smith 
then called the motion to a vote. 

THE MOTION PASSED WITH EVERYONE VOTING AFFIRMATIVELY, EXCEPT MR. FUNK 
WHO ABSTAINED. 

3.  Adjournment: 
MS. ZAICEK MOVED AND MS. EASTWOOD SECONDED A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE AUGUST 22, 
2016 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE ASHFORD BOARD OF FINANCE.  THE MOTION PASSED WITH 
EVERYONE VOTING AFFIRMATIVELY.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cathryn Silver-Smith  
 
attachment:  Tremko/Stebbins Information Packet 
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