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TOWN OF ASHFORD 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

5 TOWN HALL RD ASHFORD, CT 06278 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, August 24, 2016 
 
 

PRESENT:  G. Lawrence, R Fenn, 
  R Williams, M. Chatey, J. Rettenmeir 
  

 

1. Call to Order - 7:38 PM 
2. Seating of Alternates - None 
3. Approval of Minutes – None to approve.  July meeting lacked a quorum 
4. Budget 

a. No expenditures 
b. Motion to accept report – Fenn/Lawrence; passed 

5. Communications and Announcements 

a. Announcements - 
i. None. 

b. News from Other Commissions 
i. PZC – Williams requested that the EDC meet with the PZC.  The 

date set in at the October meeting.  The group discussed the 
content of a proposed presentation. Chatey will put together a draft 
for the next meeting.  The following outline was suggested: 

1. Overview of existing businesses in town.  Why business is 
good for Ashford.  Impact on tax base. 

2. EDC Mission Statement 
3. List of accomplishments 
4. Priorities for 2016-2017 
5. Ask how the EDC and PZC might work together.  Include 

notification when a potential new business calls on the Town 
Hall. 

c. ABA News  
i. July car show had over 70 cars and they collected over 300 toys to 

be distributed to 60 children 
ii. Membership is increasing with new members from surrounding 

towns, including Mansfield.  Membership is now over 71. 
iii. Car show will include a chicken barbeque in September 
iv. It was decided to not hold the Holiday craft show because it 

conflicts with St. Phillips Christmas sale 
d. Correspondence and Meetings  

1. none 
e. Presentations - none 
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6. Old Business  
a. EDC Marketing and Communications 

i. PZC is first stop.  See section 5.b.i. 
ii. EDC accomplishments for 2015-2016 were discussed in light of the 

request by the BOS for input to the Last Green Valley.  A copy of 
that submittal, including the POCD and the OT-OF activities, (which 
involved other commissions too) is attached to these minutes. 

b. Website Modifications (Darcy, Chatey, Gantick) -  
i. Williams and Chatey met last week and reviewed the materials 

developed by MadComm.  The Site Map was revised to reflect our 
current thinking.  This was presented to the group for comment. 

ii. It was decided to eliminate the link to CERC and substitute links to 
local realtors that deal in commercial property.  Lawrence gave 
Margaret a list of realtors. 

iii. Margaret will relay the information to MadComm 
iv. MadComm has also developed several candidate templates that 

we will review at the next meeting. 
v. Williams (through the PZC) has requested a Word version of the 

POCD and the original files for the art work.  NECCOG has not 
responded to the EDC in the past. 

 
c. Our Town Our Future (Fenn, Gantick). 

i. The work on the A1 station mural is almost done.  Next will be a 
banner giving credit to those worked on and/or financially supported 
the project.   

1. Mike indicated that they plan to seek TV and print coverage 
when it is complete.  Margaret offered to help. 

ii. Mike indicated that he has new traffic data for West Ashford 
iii. Discussed if there was a formal acceptance of the OT-OF as an ad 

hoc committee reporting to the BOS.  Mike indicated that he had 
sent a formal request to the BOS.  They seem to have lost and 
have taken OT-OF off their agenda.  Mike went upstairs to talk with 
Mike and it is now back on their agenda. 

 
d. Retail and Services Enterprise Zone (also includes Branch Bank 

Solicitation Project (Chatey, Lawrence, Williams)  
i. Bank Solicitation – no report 
ii. Enterprise Zone 

1. The potential of getting a state grant to take the UConn 
study to the next level was discussed.  Mike thinks he can a 
list of possible grants from his contacts in his “day” job. 

2. Gary is still trying in touch with property owner Hoffman.  Will 
visit her in person. 

iii. Marketing the old Sneakers property to local restaurant groups was 
discussed.   Margaret showed the group a potential “sell sheet”. 
Next step is to finalize and meet with building owner. 

iv. Group supported the idea to be more proactive on this initiative. 
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e. Wagon Shed Property  
i. No action until hear back from BOS. 

f. Buy Local Initiative  
i. No Report 

 
7. New Business  

a. Recruitment of new EDC members 
i. With Darcy moving out of town there is one opening for a 

permanent member. 
ii. Four individuals have been identified.  Will contact and report back. 

8. Input from Public - None 
9. Member Input for Next Agenda - None 
10. Adjournment - 9:20 PM 

 
 
Prepared by R. S. Williams, Chair 
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Input to the Town’s Response to the Last Green Valley Request for 
Economic Development, Community Revitalization, and Land Use 

Planning Data 
R. S. Williams (August 30,2016) 

 
The following represents the activities of the Economic Development Commission, Our 
Town – Our Future ad hoc committee, and the Plan of Conservation and Development 
Committee. 
 
Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) 

 The POCD had not been updated since 2005.  The State requires that the Town 

update the POCD at least every 10 years.  The responsibility for this update 

resides with the Planning and Zoning Commission(PZC).  The PZC solicited 

volunteers from all of the Town’s boards and commissions. 

 The POCD committee was formed in June of 2015 consisting of representatives 

from Planning and Zoning (PZC); Economic Development (EDC), and 

Conservation Commissions.  Representatives from the majority of the other town 

boards and commissions also gave input to the POCD committee.  The 

Northeast Connecticut Council of Governments (NECCOG) was also contracted 

to assist in this effort. 

 The POCD committee met 14 times over the summer to produce a draft for the 

Public Hearing on Nov. 16, 2015.  A second Public Hearing was held on Dec. 14, 

2015 and the POCD was approved with changes by the PZC. 

 Expenditures and Volunteer Hours 

 NECCOG - $2,500 (I could only find invoices for $600, but this is what 

John indicated that he would charge.  In any event that put in quite a few 

hours.) 

 Recording Secretary – 14 x $70 = $980 Town funds 

 Volunteer Hours 

 Committee Meetings – 14 x 3 x 6 = 252 hours 

 Preparation for meetings and public hearings – 500 hours 

 Total – 752 hours 

 
Our Town – Our Future (OT-OF) 

 OT-OF is an Ad Hoc committee formed in 2014 to involve the citizens of 

Ashford in civic activities and giving them a voice in determining the future 

direction(s) of the Town.  Over the past year OT-OF has identified and staffed 

two projects: A streetscape mural on an abandoned gas station and A 

visioning study of how Warrenville and West Ashford might be developed. 

 An abandoned A1 gas station is located at the busiest intersection in the 

Town.  This graffiti covered, decaying building was a drag on commercial 

development of West Ashford.  An idea to transform this eye sore into a 
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focal point of civic renewal was formed – the lot would be clear of brush, 

the building cleaned, the doors and windows would be covered with wood 

panels, and murals would be painted by local artists depicting what the AI 

might have looked like in the 1950’s.  The project is now 90% complete 

and literally is “stopping traffic”! 

 Expenditures and Volunteer Hours 

 Plywood donated by Eastford Building Supply - $300 

 Framing donated by Funk and Little - $82 

 Primer and base coat paint purchased by Town - $371 

 Artist color paints donated by The Ashford Business 

Association - $205 

 Total expenditure and in-kind - $958 

 Volunteer hours over a 6-month period of time – 500+ 

 Early in 2016 a series of meetings were held with the UCONN Program of 

Landscape Architecture.  A project was formulated to have the students 

perform a study with the Town aimed at developing conceptual 

opportunities for improving the visual appeal and land use functions of the 

Route 44 and Route 74 corridors in Warrenville and West Ashford.  The 

professor and entire class of 14 students worked on this project. 

 Meetings in February with the OT-OF core group finalized the 

scope of the study.  The POCD was used as a starting point for the 

project. 

 Two public meetings were held in March to get citizen involvement. 

 The students surveyed many of the businesses and residents in the 

study area 

 The results of the study were presented to the Town in April 

 OT-OF is now exploring ways to take the study to the next step – a 

detailed plan 

 Expenditures and Volunteer hours 

 There were no Town funds expended.  However, UCONN 

covered the expense of producing the report which is 

estimated at $250 

 Each of the 14 students spent upwards of 80 hours each on 

the study for a total of 1120. 

 OT-OF volunteer hours are estimated to be 100+ 
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Economic Development Commission (EDC)Activities 

 The EDC cosponsored with the Ashford Business Association a Small Business 

Saturday sales event in November that brought together over 50 local 

businesses. 

 Expenditures for event cards - $85 

 Volunteer hours – 100+ 

 The Wagon Shed property has been off the tax roles for several decades 

because of state and federal environmental orders and liens.  The contiguous 

274 acres represent a significant development opportunity and are identified as a 

Technology Park SPA in the POCD.  The EDC researched all of the decades of 

activities on the property, present state statutes, and remediation/brownfield 

programs.  A path to bringing the property to productive use without having the 

Town incur the environmental liabilities was developed and presented to the 

Board of Selectmen (BOS).  The BOS is presently working with the Town 

attorney to determine the next steps. 

 Volunteer hours – 200+ 

 The EDC has maintained a website for a number of years that serves as a portal 

for businesses seeking to do business in Ashford.  This website also contains 

detailed information on the POCD.  Since the POCD has been updated the 

website likewise needed to be updated.  The technology of the current website 

does not permit EDC volunteer modifications.  Hence, it was decided to move the 

website to the same platform and hosting service as what is currently being used 

by the Town. 

 Expenditures - $1,800 for technology vendor 

 Volunteer hours – 200+ to date 

 The EDC has had a “Buy Local” initiative for several years.  The present 

brochure was dated.  A new brochure was developed and printed. 

 Expenditures for printing - $300 

 Volunteer hours - 50 

 
 


