
Special Town Meeting 
Wednesday, August 31, 2016, 7:30 P.M. 

Knowlton Memorial Hall   
MINUTES 

 
A Public Hearing was held on August 31, 2016 at 7:30 P.M. to receive comment regarding a petition  received 
by the Ashford Town Clerk on August 12, 2016, requesting discussion and voting on the following:   
 
“For the Town of Ashford to apply for a matching historic restoration grant of $50,000 with The State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) to rehabilitate the interior of the Tremko/Stebbins House, a town-owned building.  
When completed, the Tremko/Stebbins House would be used for the purpose of a town museum per a previous 
matching grant of $15,000 from the State Historic Preservation Office which helped to rehabilitate the exterior 
and was completed in June 2015.” 

 
Deputy Democratic ROV Lauren Olson verified attendees’ status as qualified voters at a town meeting, and 
Assistant Town Clerk Karen Zulick handed a paper ballot to each voter. There were approx. 50 people present. 
 
There was vigorous discussion, with many speakers from the public participating. 
 
At the close of the Public Hearing at 8:48 P.M., the Special Town Meeting was called to order by First 
Selectman Michael Zambo. 
 
 

1. William Falletti made a motion that First Selectman Michael Zambo be moderator for the Special 
Town Meeting. The motion was seconded by Cathryn Silver-Smith, and passed unanimously. 

 
2. John Calarese moved that the Town of Ashford, through its Board of Selectmen, apply for a 

matching grant in the amount of $50,000 from the State Historic Preservation Office to 
rehabilitate the interior of the Tremko/Stebbins House.  The motion was seconded by Robert 
Zaicek.   

 
a. Cathryn Silver-Smith moved that paper ballots be used. Motion was seconded by Gerry 

Dufresne, and passed unanimously.  
 

People then wrote their votes down and deposited them in the supervised large antique ballot box at the 
back of the hall. The Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, and Deputy Registrar of Voters counted the 
paper ballots. The vote was: 8 votes YES,  42 votes NO.  The motion did not pass. The moderator read 
the question aloud again, and then the vote results. 

 
3. Bill Falletti made a motion to adjourn the Special Meeting at 8:57 pm. Motion was seconded by 

Bob Zaicek, and passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
Minutes submitted by  
Sherri L. Mutch, CMC 
Ashford Town Clerk  


